


Soanisfi Andorra 
l e P r o v i s i o n a I s s u e o f 15̂25 

by W.A. Jacques 

he provisional set of overprints went 
on sale on 28th March. 1928. How­
ever, it must be remembered that 

the Spanish Post Office in Andorra opened 
on 1st January 1928 with Andorra la Vieja 
as the head office, and agencies at Encamp, 
Canillo. La Massana. Les Rscaldes. Qrdino 
and San Julian de Loria. Two more agencies, 
Santa Coloma and Soldeu. were opened later 
in the year. The stamps used in Andorra dur­
ing the period 1 st Jan - 28th March were the 
contemporary issues of Spain. The.se were 
as follows:-1922/32 side and full face por­
traits of Alfonso X I l l , engraved by Enrique 
Vacquer; the imperforate Ic yellow green 
newspaper stamp of 1922. engraved by J . E . 
Gisbert; and the 1925 Express Letter stamps 
printed by litho and designed by B . Maura. 
Examples of stamps used in Andorra during 
this three month period are rare and the two 
values most likely to be encountered are the 
15c and 25c -these being to prepay the post­
card and letter rates to Spain. First day covers 
are known dated 1 st January but baekstamped 
at Seo de Urge! with an appropriate date. 
Although these covers appear to be genuine 
it is now accepted that most, if not all, cov­
ers were "arranged" some months later by a 
Spanish dealer with the help of some accom­
modating agency employee. The agency dat-
estamps were obligingly "turned back" for a 
few minutes woric - no doubt the staff were 
well compensated for their trouble! 

On the surface it may seem strange that the 
Spanish Post Office could not manage to have 
Andorran stamps ready for use when the agen­
cies opened on the I st January, However the 
creation of the Spanish Post Office in Andorra 
was precipitated by various events both inside 
and outside Andorra. In 1878 at a Congress 
in Paris, the U.P.U. allocated Spain to pro­
vide the Postal Administration of Andorra. 
This was ratified at later conventions but the 
Spanish authorities did nothing. Many years 
later in Andorra, the General Council had 
been persuaded by a man called Weilenmann 
to try and obtain from the Co-Princes (the 
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Map of Andorra 
Bishop of Seo de Lft^el and the President 
of France) the right to manage Aadorras 
own postal affairs. Friedrich Weilenmann, a 
German-Swiss, first visited Andorra in 1925/6 
and immediately became attached to the 
Principality. The General Council recognized 
him as a man of great ability ;ind integrity and 
gave him their full backing for his efforts to 
obtain a postal monopoly for Andorra herself. 
In brief, Weilenmann had the idea to contract 
to the General Council as its technical adviser 
and he envisaged Post Offices, regular issues 
of stamps, which included charity surcharges. 
The funds raised from the charity issues were 
to help provide schools for the Andorrans and 
the whole scheme was initially to be super­
vised by Swiss advisers to train the Andorran 
staff. Weilenmann consulted the U.P.U. at 
Berne and also obtained Swiss diplomatic 
introductions for his intended meetings with 
French and Spanish officials. He then ap­
proached the Bishop of Seo de Urgel and 
the relevant French and Spanish Authorities 

with regard to his proposals. His ideas caused 
much excitement and consternation in both 
countries, FrarKe realized that the U.P.U. had 
originally given Spain the postal administra­
tion of Andorra and talks with Weilenmann in 
the summer of 1927 were inconclusive - the 
French being careful not to get too involved 
- and more talks were proposed to take place 
later in the Autumn. As far as the Spanish 
Authorities were concerned these proposals 
were the deciding factor that finally pushed 
them into complying with the wishes of the 
U.P.U. 

The Spanish Authorities feared confinued 
and endless complications with France, and 
there is little doubt that they did not fancy 
Swiss advisers in Andorra either. As a result, 
by a Ministerial Decree (dated 31st October 
1927) the Spanish Postal Administration of 
Andorra was created. Weilenmann and the 
General Council confinued to press for their 
own proposals and to have the UP.U. stipula-

Continued on page 6 





A mint set of the provisional issue of 1928. The set Includes the \wo printings of the special t̂ elivery stamp. Whiie not perfect, this set sold at a recent 
U.S. Auction for a substantial premium. 
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Shades and perfaation variefies of the 2 cts. And 10 cts. The two cent value hias no control numtier on tfie reverse. 

The 1928 provisionals are usually ofl-centa. The unificado catalogue suggests well centered copies are walh double tfie listed value. 

ANDORRA 
Continued from pagu 1 

tions declared void, but to no avail. 
Thus, it will be seen that the formation of 

the Spanish Post Office in Andorra was a hur­
ried and unplanned operation. Coupled with 
the fact that the Fabrics Nacional de Moneda 
Y Timbre, Madrid (F.N.M.T.) - printers to the 
Spanish Government - were not renowned for 
their speed or security, it is rather remarkable 
that the provisional overprints appe;ired as 
early as March 28th. The provisionals com­
prised thirteen stamps, one of which was an 
Express value. The twelve normal values 
were the contempory Spanish Alfonso por­
traits overprinted "CORREOS ANDORRA" 
in two lines. The 2c. lOc, 15c, 20c, 30c, 40c 
and I ptas values are overprinted in red and 
the 5c. 25c, 50c. 4pta. and lOptas values in 
black. Some of the former can be found with 
different shades of the red overprint and it is 
believed that these are genuine shade differ­
ences of ink and are not shades that have been 
climatically produced, - i.e. exposure to strong 
light. The larger 20c Express stamp was simi­
larly overprinted "CORREOS AN[X)RRA" 
in large black type. It must be noted here that 
this express stamp is in red and does not have 
control number on the reverse (except for 
specimens, which are numbered AO(X),(XX)). 
This Express value had a printing of lOjOOO 
stamps and these were soon sold out. It was 
replaced in the Autumn of 1928 by a similar 
design which was pale rose in color with con­
trol numt)er on reverse. 

The 2c value does not have controls on the 
reverse - this is in common with other Spanish 
and Andorran 2c stamps. Control numbers in­
dicate the sheet from which the stamp origi­
nated and every stamp from the sheet should 
bear the same number. Control numbers had 
been applied in Spain since the turn of the 
century. There are two possible reasons for 
this, neither of which could really have justi­
fied the extra time and expanse involved. The 
obvious reason was as a precaution against 
forgeries or as a deterrent to forgers. The other 
reason is that the controls served as a check 
for the Authorities when searching for stolen 
stocks sold or held by dishonest kiosk keepers 
- the security at the FN.M.T. being very poor. 

The stamps used for the overprints were 
apparendy pulled from existing slocks and 
these had been printed by plates with 1(X) im­
pressions (10x10) with the exception of the 
25c value. This value was the new redrawn 
type and was printed in sheets of 200. The 
sheets had top m;irginal inscriptions followed 
by the plate number, the latter occurring above 
the last stamp in the top row. A typical inscrip­
tion reads:-100 SELLOS D E 5 CENTIMOS 
* CORREOS * No. 12, and the sheet number 
is in black in the top right hand comer of the 
sheet. As the sheets were from sttx'k and were 
not specially printed for the Andorra over­
prints it seems likely that sheets from a num­
ber of different plates may have been used. 
However, only the following plates have been 
recorded so far:- 2c, plates 13,14 and 17; 5c, 
plates 2, 5 and 12: lOc plates 5 and I I : 15c 
plates 3 and 11.50c plate 4: Ipta. plates I and 
6: 4ptas. plates 1 and 2: lOptas plates 1 and 2. 

These provisionals, and especially the two 

Express stamps, are often found with heavy 
gum creasing.This creasing takes the form of 
large rectangles and is usually diagonal in re­
lation to the primed stamp. Horizontal ribbing 
of the gum is also common. 

Collectors of Spanish Andorra will already 
know how difficult it is to obtain well-cen­
tered stamps of this country. The 1928 series 
was atrociously perforated and a large propor­
tion of the stamps are most unsightly. It was 
recorded not long after issue. that only 20% of 
the entire printing was "reasonably centered"; 
and from experience it is very evident that 
this description refers to any stamp design not 
cut by the perforations, as the number of well 
centered stamps available is minimal. In par­
ticular, the two top values are very difficult to 
find with design intact. 

The stamps are to be found with three 
different pjerforation measurements, comb 
12x11-1/2, comb 13x12- 1/2 and line 14. 
Contrary to what some catalogues infer, some 
values do not exist in each of the three per­
forations. Excluding specimen stamps (with 
control AOOOXXX)) the following values/perfs 
are NOT known:- 2c perî  12x 11 -1 /2, 25c perf 
13x12-1/2 and 14, 40c pert" 13x12-1/2, Iptas 
pert" 12x11-1/2 and 10 ptas perf 13x12-1/2. 
Some values are rare in a particular perf., i.e, 
5e perf 14 (only one sheet so far recorded), 
30c and 50c pert" 13x12-1/2. Iptas pert" 14 -
only two sheets of each of these are known. 

It is difficult to imagine just what method 
or procedure was used at the FN .M .T. in con­
nection with the pertbrating of this issue. In 
some instances where only one sheet, in say 
50 or 1(X) sheets, is in a different pertoration 

Continued on page 8 
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Group of the 15 cts. Value showing the wide range of shiades. 

The overprint is in red or black depending on the 

ANDORRA 
Continued from page 7 
to the remainder a possible explanation is that 
a sheet had been damaged in some way while 
being perforated and was therefore rejected. 
Another imperforate sheet would then have to 
be numbered (to correspond to the damaged 
sheet), gummed, and then perforated on any 
machine not in use at the time. The line 14 
machine seems to have been used most on 
these occasions. However, there really is no 
way to explain why the 15c. 30c and 4ptas 
values each have all three perforations in a 
range as small as ten consecutively numbered 
sheets per value. 

The line perf 14 is frequently very ragged 
due. not only to broken and very worn pins, 
but because of poor workmanship. Some of 
these perforations are best measured from the 
back of the stamp where the "beat" of the pins 
is sometimes more apparent. 

Printings 
It would seem the entire 1928 produc­

tion, from conception to completion, was a 
real "rush job". This is not only bome out by 
the perforation peculiarities and vagaries, but 
by two additional facts. It is recorded that the 
overprinting involved two separate printings. 
The first printing produced the full print of all 
values above and including the 20c and also a 
small portion of the lower values, 2c to 15c. 
The second printing comprised a further large 
printing of these latter four values. When the 
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stamps were sent to Andorra for sale one hun­
dred sheets of the 1 ptas value were apparently 
not on hand. This became apparent because 
the sheets of stamps were sold in numerical 
order and complete sets were purchased all 
with control A000.000, with the exception of 
the Iptas whose control was AOOO.IOI .It was 
not until some thirty or more sheets of this 
value had been sold (i.e. just over A(XX).130) 
that the La Vieja Post Office began to sell 
from AOOO ,001. 

First day covers exist, but similar to those 
already mentioned previously, these are sus­
pect. These are believed to have been "ser­
viced" in April of 1928, together with the 1st. 
Jan. 28 FD.Cs. The editor of "ANrK)RRA 
P H I L A T E L I S T ' - Senor Ernesto Fink of 
Mexico City - had an interview with the well 
known Spanish dealer, Carlos Lenze.in 1966. 
Lenze said that he had not arrived in Andorra 
until two weeks after the provisionals were 
issued and admitted making up numerous 
covers and having these appropriately dat-
estamped and baekstamped to his wishes. 

Shades 
There is a profusion of shades in tJiis is­

sue, partly due, no doubt, to fieing taken from 
stock. The 20cts value in particular has a vast 
range of shades, (at least six), closely followed 
by the lOcts (five) and !5cts (four). Care must 
be taken with the 20c values, however, as this 
color seems rather suscepfible to bright sun­
light and as a consequence very pale shades 
should be ignored. Also there is little doubt 
that the printers mixed their ink in rather small 

quantities and little effort was made to match 
the colors of previous printings. The 5c value 
exists in an aniline state, the color showing 
through clearly to the back of the stamp. This 
variety is usually to be found in the batch of 
sheets numbered from AOOO.060 lo A000.150. 
but some sheets do not show this state and 
others show it only to a slight degree. The 
aniline variety is generally confined to stamps 
perforated 13x12-1/2 but by a strange twist of 
fate the rare sheet pert' 14 (A000.068) is also 
slightly aniline ttx). All sheets of the 25cts val­
ue have a tendency towards an aniline nature. 
There are many really fine shades in the provi­
sionals, the best of which pertiaps is the lOcts 
in a superb shade of bright deep green from 
sheet A0OO.635 perforated 13x12. This is not 
to be confused with the dark green shade perf 
14 listed by many catalogues. 

Overprint Varieties 
With due regiird to the haste in which 

this series was prepared it is quite remark­
able how well the overprint setting stood up 
to its work. There are. however, some good 
varieties and most of these are due to wear 
of the prinfing type. On row 1 Nos. 6 and 7 
the word "CORREOS" often appears to be in 
thicker letters, the whole word has a blurred 
appearance and the letters "RR" very- nofice-
able in this respect. The majority of the letters 
of "ANDORRA" are broken to a smaller or 
greater extent on row 6 No. 3 and this Haw 
also extends to the adjoining stamp, row 6 No. 
4, on which the letters "AND" are damaged at 
the top. These varieties have been seen on all 
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In 1953 Spanish andorra commemorated the 25th anniversary of tiTe "first stamps" with a special cancel and cachets. 

values up to and including the 20c. On row 
10, No. 5 the first " R " of "ANDORRA" be­
came broken at some stage of the printing and 
"ANDORRA" resulted. Constant varieties af­
fecting the "dots" in the "dots-dash" motif to 
the left of "CORREOS" have also been noted, 
again on all values to the 20c. On row 3 No. 6 
and Row 4. No. 6 the top left (north west) dot 
is missing. A similar variety cKcurs on row 5 
No. 3 and row 6 No. 1 but in these two posi­
tions it is the bottom left (south west) dot that 
is missing. The rule below "ANDORRA" is 
broken in several positions. The most exten­
sive of these breaks is to be found on row 5. 
No. 3. below the first "R" of "ANDORRA". 
Other breaks on the same rule are to be found 
as follows:- row 2, No. 7 (broken below "O"), 
row 5, No. I (broken below "N" and row 5 
No. 2 (broken below first " A " ) . All of these 
are to be found on the majority of sheets of 
values 2c to 20c inclusive (perf 13x12-1/2). 
The Express stamps have a number of vari­
eties affecting the basic stamp as these were 
printed by litho. These varieties are mainly 
broken frame-lines but there are other good 
examples Xoo. In piuticular, the first " C " 
of "CORRESPONDENCIA" is partially 
blocked out by color and looks like an " L " . 
There is also a white line through Pegasus 
(stated to (Kcur on row 3 No. I) and a white 
line through "20" has been recorded also. 
Broken letters also occur in the overprints on 

the Express values but, at the moment, these 
would not appear to be of a constant nature. 

Control Number Varieties 
The control numbers on the reverse of 

the stamps have a variety section too. These 
take the form of double controls. The stamps 
were numbered by machine in vertical rows 
often held in a slotted frame, and sometimes, 
because of a fault by the operator or the ma­
chines a column would be numbered twice. 
Because the sheets were numbered vertically 
it is possible to have a vertical pair of stamps 
with both having the double controls or a hor­
izontal pair with one double control and one 
normal. The following double controls have 
been recorded:- 10c A000,I2I (perf 14); 15c 
A000,15l and A000232 (perf 13X12-1/2) 
and 4ptas A000,001 (perf 14). It is also possi­
ble for a row of controls to appear in the sheet 
margin and also for a vertical row of stamps 
to be completely without controls at all. 
However, the only record of any 1928 issue 
of genuine status without control is of a used 
copy of the 5c value. This does not include 
the 2c and the original 20c Express of course! 

Specimen Stamps 
specimen stamps have previously been 

mentioned and these were stamps used for 

deposit at the U.P.U. in Berne and for circu­
lation among delegates at the various con­
ferences held by the UP.U. The specimens 
always have the control AOOO ,000 (except 2c 
values which are not numbered) and in this 
issue are usually in a slightly different shade 
to any of the issued values. Both dies of the 
25c exist with specimen control and, similar 
to the normal issue, many values have speci­
mens in different perforations. The 5c and 
lOptas are known only perf 14, the 30c, 40c 
and Iptas are known only perf 13x12-1/2, 
the 10c. 15c, 20c, 30c and 4ptas. are known 
both perf 13x12-1/2 and 14. while the 25c is 
known in all three perfs -with Die I being 
perf 13x12. Specimen stamps are sometimes 
found with the gum rather badly disturbed. 
These are from special presentation sheets 
circulated among delegates to the U.P.U. 
The sheets were divided into roughly printed 
squares, the black lines of which may also 
be found adhering to the stamps. The sheets 
had top miu-ginal inscription of "TIMBRES 
DE COMMICACIONES" and at the bottom 
"CORREOS ANDORRA" was underlined 
with an irregular wavy line. 

()rig;inal version appeared in: 
Valira Torrent - hiilletin of the Aiidorran 

Philatelic Study Circle, Issue I . pp7-10 (Jan 
1975). 
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And orran Essay s 
By Roy Dehn 

The iottcb essays - linpeiKjiate examploi; 

It is remarkable how few Andorran "es­
says" there are. When Italy was unified 
in 1861 several printers both in and out­

side Italy hastened to submit suggestions. 
It is surprising therefore that the Co-Princ­
es were not offered several speculative es­
says at the end of the nineteenth century 
and the first quarter of the twentieth. While 
it is true that chances of any of the essays 
being accepted were remote, there might 
have been a good philatelic market for the 
rejected stock. 

The best known essays probably fall 
into this category. They are described in 
W. A. Jacques "Andorra -Andorre" at 
p22. Although there does not appear to 
be any evidence that the essays produced 
for Placido Ramon de Torres were offi­
cially submitted. Spanish catalogues give 
them a kind of status by listing them. There 
is no doubt that de Torres was dishon­
est and a distributor of forgeries, particu­
larly of Spanish stamps produced for him 
by Miguel Rodriguez. He was arrested in 
Germany and in the United States on sell­
ing trips. He was concerned in the produc­
tion of a series of phantoms associated 
with a Moroccan revolt in 1895 against the 
Spaniards at Melilla. Soldiers' letters were 
handled free, but de Torres managed with 
the help of associates to persuade some sol­
diers to use the de Torres "stickers" as well. 
This gave them a deceptive appearance of 
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authenticity. It seems to me that anyone 
willing to put himself to the trouble of per­
suading fighting soldiers to use his labels 
might very well, on an earlier or later occa­
sion, have at least submitted his "essays" to 
one of the Co-Princes. 

The most distinguished essays are those 
produced by H. Douchet, a Belgian design­
er. Since they are works of considerable 
craftsmanship and do not appear ever to 
have been offered generally on the philatel­
ic market, we are entitled to consider them 
to have been serious speculative essays. 
They were illustrated in an attractive sou­
venir sheet prepared in November 1978 by 
the Vegueria Episcopal in Andorra la Vella. 
The souvenir sheet dates these essays in 
1910. The Belgian writer A. de Haene 
(Etude sur les Faux Timbres d'Europe 
p.44) dates them from 1895, but since he 
does not describe the stamps it is uncertain 
which Douchet essays are meant. 

I have the progressive proofs of the 30c 
and 40c values and it may interest mem­
bers to have a description of these. As read­
ers of Andorra - Andorre will be aware the 
design incorporates a coal of arms framed 
in a circle carrying the legend PRINCIPAT 
SOBERA D E ANDORRA. Below the 
circle are three panels with the value in­
scribed and in the comers above are the 
curved heads of the Episcopal staff. The 
progressive proofs of both values are simi­

lar, though with changes of color, so the de­
scription of the 30c can be applied also to 
the 40c. The printing method is letterpress. 

Proof number, Description 
1 Blue background to circle and to part 

of thin outside frame. Dotted background 
to area between arms and circle and to part 
of outside frame (a) 

2 Purple dotted background to arms, 
panels with Episcopal staffs, and value 
panels (b) 

3 a + b 
4 Green dotted background to circle 

and green outline to all details in the design 
including lettering in the circle, but not in­
cluding the arms (c) 

5 a-i-b-i-c 
6 Outline of arms in olive grey (d) 
7 a+b-H:+d 
8 Value (CENTIMS 30 CENTIMS) in 

dark olive grey (e) 
9 Final essay a-Fb + c + d + e 
Another Douchet design shows a map of 

Andorra in a frame. I have black and white 
progressive proofs of this, but do not have 
a proof of the complete design. There are 
four separate proofs of the map. The last 
of these includes many place names and a 
small crest. The earlier ones show roads (?), 
roads plus some indication of peaks, roads 
plus some indication of gradient (?). There 

Continued on page 12 
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Complete group of tfre lorres essays. Listed in the unificado catalogue under Spanish andorra. Dated at 1875 and featuring the arms of andorra 
with 12 values, perf and impert. Tlie catalogue says this issue was officially approved and was not put into circulation because of a dispute with 
trance. 
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Douchet essays circa 1910 with andorra coat of arms as central feature, 

Map of andorra essay types. 

ESSAYS 
Continued from page 10 
are thirteen value panels varying from 2c 
to lOp. which give the value in words and 
figures. Three proofs are provided of the 
outer frame. It would appear that as in the 
other essays the frame was to be built up in 
three stages - two separate colors partially 
superimposed followed by a final very de­
tailed line block of the frame and legend. 
The outer frame measures 22mm x 27mm. 
Finally there are two proofs apparendy to 
provide overall shading to the map. 

Finally 1 have an attractive series of 
twenty, all of a single design but printed in 
varying colors on different colored paper. 
Some of the shades are very similar. The 
Vegueria Episcopal has selected eighteen of 
these for reproduction in a souvenir sheet. 

it has been suggested that these are also 
by H. Douchet. They came into my pos­
session on the same group of album pages, 
which contained what are certainly Douchet 
essays and which, have been described 
above. However the design is by no means 
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as detailed and these essays are basically an 
assembly of printers lleurons made inter­
esting by variations in the color of the pa­
per and the ink. They appear to be printed 
letterpress. The outside frame is a Greek 
fret. In the center is what might be a carpet 
comptjsed of fleurons. In the band between 
the "carpef and the outer frame appears 
at top and bottom the legend PRINCIPAT/ 
D'ANDORRA. At either side of the center 
appear the figures of value (5); there is no 
indication in what currency. The remaining 
space between the central carpet and the 
frame is taken up by what appear to be ol­
ive branches. The design measures 23.5mm 
by 27mm. I am not aware that these essays, 
color trials or whatever they may be, have 
ever been offered on the philatelic market. 
They may be serious speculative essays 
prepared by an author who hoped to inter­
est one of the Co-Princes; they may simply 
be the work of a stamp-collecfing printer's 
apprentice enjoying himself. Together they 
form a colorfijl assembly. 

Essay of ui icerlain origin and vintage. 
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St. Augustine, rlorida 
Spain And The United States Produce a Joint 

Issue Tor St. Augustine's Quadricentennia 
By Bob Penn 

IV C E N T E N A R I O 
DF LA 

v v L o P R I M E R 

C I R C U L 

K U N O A C I O N , 

SAN AGUSTINik 
F L O R I D A - \ 

I 5 6 5 H 9 6 5 

M E N E N D E Z 
D E A V I L E S 

PRIMER DIA - FIRST DAY OF iSSUt 

Spanish first day cover with special madrid first day cancel, The Spanish version of the stamp is a 3 ptas value in the same design arxJ colors. It 
was printed at f,N.rv1,T in sheets of 75, 

In August 1965. postal history was made 
when Spain and the United States both is­
sued stamps of almost identical design to 

commemorate St. Augustine, Florida's 400''' 
anniversary. A true first joint issue for both 
countries, the postal services had First Day 
ceremonies in Madrid and St. Augustine on 
August 28"'. This effort required cooperation 
and inspiration. 

History 
Perhaps the basic inspiration was St. Au­

gustine's status as the oldest city in the United 
Slates. 

Forty-two years before the English set foot 
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in Jamestown and 55 years before the Pilgrims 
landed at Plymouth Rock, St. Augustine was 
the thriving capital city of La Rorida. a ter­
ritory spanning from Newfoundland to the 
Florida Keys. As the first permanent Europe­
an settlement in the new World, St. Augustine 
bears an exceptional history as the oldest city 
in the continental United States. The Spanish 
referred to St. Augustine as la siempre fiel ciu-
dad, "the ever-faithful city". 

In 1565, King Phillip I I of Spain appt)inted 
Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles, the country's 
most experienced Admiral, Governor of La 
Florida. King Phillip I I , instructed him to 
explore and colonize the territory and elimi­

nate any other European settlements, specifi­
cally the French settlement at Fort Caroline. 
Menendez set sail in June 1565 intending to 
follow his king's orders and hoping to find 
his son, Juan, who disappeared at sea off la 
Florida's coa.st. 

Along the voyage. Menendez's fleet en­
countered storms that claimed several ships. 
Despite many tribulations, they first sighted 
land on August 28"'. the feast day of Augus­
tine of Hippo. In honor of this day. Menendez 
arrived at Fort Caroline, where the French 
were anchored off the St. Johns bar. After a 
quick battle, the French retreated and Menen­
dez sailed south. 



Plate block of four of 
the U.S. Version of the 
stamp, Printing was on 
the giori press in four 
panes of 50 stamps. 
Perforation 12 in red, 

yellow and black inks.. 
U.S. First day cover with 

standard u.S.PS. First 
day cancel. 

. . - 2 8 1 6 9 

03 

00 ml 

On September 8, !565, Menendez an­
chored in St. Augustine with at)out 500 sol­
diers. 200 sailors and 100 passengers. The 
landing was a momentous occasion, with 
banners swaying in the coastal wind, tmmpets 
sounding, the artillery booming and hopeful 
settlers cheering. 

Menendez came ashore at the Timucuan 
village of Seloy, much to the surprise of its 
residents, who were filled with awe and curi­
osity at the enormous galleons and unfamiliar 
Spanish culture. 

Relative peace was achieved with the na­
tives. The new arrivals established a fort and 
began building a European style town. Soon, 
St. Augustine was a thriving community with 
a fort, church, hospital, merchant shops and 
many homes. It became the capital of La 
Florida. 

Joint issue Deveiopment 
A Quadricentennial is no small event. If 

it's for the founding of a city, civic pride de­
mands a special celebration. Every Fall, St. 
Augustine holds a festival to mart; its found­
ing. But 1965 was that magic "400" numtter. 
Some special things were proposed. 

Forty-five years later it is difficult to find 
records of the people and organizations that 

Continued on page 16 

^ ^ . i j / .!?)aa oj'Issue 

The cover is by artmaster and sfiows the historic city gate. 
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OUMDRl 
CENIMNIAL 

S T 
PERMANENT 
SETTLEMENT 

THfc RBST Pf:CMANFNT FUCODCA'. 
MENT IM THt HL^ WOPLO WAS tSIA:-
AT ST AUGUS' iNf:. t I l*IDA.feY SPAM^M CCl.-
ON'STS iN^f-MFMfSEe.iWS- " A N EARLIE-P 

• '• -̂ TPtHyVCOlA.WAS STACTED 
1 ATf^e AEANDONED " THE-

, r^ST crwTwuouss&me--
Wr;, . AAAbKtD THfr &t:<ilNNiNG OF ErUBQ-PEAN CIVIUZATION ON TrtlS CDNTlNeNT. 

U.S. First 
day cactiet 
designed by 
s. Anderson-
According to 
the scott cata­
logue listing 
the designer of 
tfie stamp was 
brook temple 

fhrsl isa 
of issue 

t H I * w r r n D 

•k T^l\T AI'OllSTISE 

Block of four 
on first day 
cacfiet pro­
duced by art 
craft. 
The U.S. 
Stamp is a five 
cent value. 
Errors do exist 
with tfie yellow 
color missing. 

ST AUGUSTINE 
Continued from page 15 
pushed for a St. Augustine stamp. Even more 
demanding was the proposal for a joint issue. 
The U.S. postal authorities and the Spanish 
postal authorities had to be persuaded that 
this "dual" issue would l:>e a gcxxl deal for ev-
erylxxly. The people that did the initial work 
deserve much credit. Somehow, everything 
came together on August 28, 1965. First Day 
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ceremonies were held in St. Augustine and in 
Madrid. 

My search for a copy of the First Day cer­
emony brochure has so far been unsuccessful. 
The U.S. postal service has produced many 
attractive First Day event items. Usually, they 
include details on the stamp, its design and 
a list of distinguished guests and speakers. I 
have been told there was one for the St. Au­
gustine ceremony. A copy remains elusive. 

The stamps did inspire First day cachets. 
The three U.S. ones illustrated, have a simple 

St. Augustine U.S.P.S. first Day cancel. The 
one Spanish First Day cover illustrated has 
the additional feature of a special Madrid First 
Day of Issue cancel. I have not seen a First 
Day cover with both stamps. Perhaps this was 
not possible or not permitted and perhaps, 
some bold collecttir found a way to get both 
stamps on a First Day cover. 

We welcome my additional information of 
the St. Augustine issues. 



New Books Avai 
to SPS MerriD 

abe 

• John Barone. our Spanish Philatelic librarian has notified 
us that he has added three new books to the organization's 
library since the last issue of A R A N A . The books are pur­
chased with the proceeds from dues. All books in the SPS 
library may be borrowed by members for the price of post­
age. John can also supply you with a list of other books avail­
able. Simply contact John Barone {stamptracks@netscape. 
net) Box 70, Holtsville, New York, 11742. His phone number 
is 631-289-6359. 

• Marti'nez-Pinna, Alvaro, E l correo submarine espanol de 1938 
y sus sellos, (Madrid , 2004). 143 pp. Plates are in color. Lav­
ishly illustrated and written in Spanish. 

• Galvez, Manuel ed., Catalogo especializado de sellos de re-
cargo sobretasa beneficios de Espana: 1926-59.120 pp. 

• Henry. David J . A Study of the Postal System of Rural Spain 
1850-1950, Bookclub No. 22 (East Sussex, England) 82 pp. 
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A new 
Estudio deAHNET" 

By Eduardo Martin, AFINET 

Anew book from the Estu-
dio de AFE^IET is number 
5 in a series. Titled. " E l 

Baile de los Matasellos. 1850-1899" 
(The Dance of the Postmarks), it is 
written by Julio Penas Artero. member 
of AFINET and of the Royal Hispanic 
Academy of Philately. 

A review of the Spanish postmarks 
from 1850 to 1899. with a new sys­
tem of numeration called the "creation 
year" system. With about 150 pages, 
in DIN A4 format, full color, this Study 
continues the line of Afinet's editorial 
works which are very popular. This 
was confirmed by the previous Estu-
dio Number 4, an interesting, visual, 
affordable and varied work for your 
library. 

Our review of the text found it easy 
to read, full of valuable information 
and in an attractive format. Some of 
the content will generate discussion 
and further research study. Particularly. 1 want 
to mention that our friend. Julio has spent 
almost two years working intensely on the 
book. He accumulated much information 
including marks, postmarks and stamps with 
various cancellations. He completed one of 
the best projects to date for a general cata­
logue of early postmarks. It includes those of 
Isabel II issues and in the Provisional Govern­
ment and First Republic. It ends with a tour of 
the postmarks of the Alfonso X I I and Alfonso 
XII I reigns, up to the beginning of the 20th 
century. 

From various sources. Julio has obtained 
significant information and unified it all in 
a single book on postal marks. Even marks 
without classification or denomination or un­
known dates of use are listed. He de.scribes 
the time periods of use. various types of 
marks used in each period and specific ink 
colors known. 

Introducing a large number of postmarks 
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with the "creation year" system, he makes it 
easier to recognize what postmarks we are 
observing when we are giving an opinion, ex­
planation or description. 

Definitely an authentic work of investiga­
tion, compiled research and diversity of infor­
mation . the lxK)k is a valuable aid to the collec­
tor. It demt)nstrates why Afinet's bcxik series 
is more usable for the majority of collectors. 
This fifth btx)k in the series is a great addition; 
an effective work with a lot of quality. 

We recommend you order a copy—you 
will find it a great reference Ixxik. The au­
thor combines information with humor to tell 
the story of the official appearaiKe, disap­
pearance and use of the different 19^ century 
postmarks. 

Ordering A Copy 
N<)n incinbers: 15 Euros + P&H Mem­

bers: 12 Euros 
Orders to: afinet@afinet.org or by snail 

El bailr dc los rutasf dos 

maikARNET.Apartado 112,20120 Hemani, 
Spain. 

Previous Estudios de A F I N E T : 
No.l "El Correo Oftcial y la larifa es­

pecial para las corporaciones proviticials y 
municipals. IH54-IS66" by Julio D. Penas 
Artero. (The Official Mail and the special rate 
for provincial and local authorities.) 

No.2 "El error de color castano ama-
rillento del sello de I5cts. De la emission del 
Pelon de Alfonso XIll. 1889-1901". by Benito 
Abalos Villani. (The brown yellow errw of 
the 15cLs. Pelon issue.) 

N o J "LasmarcasdeporteodeAsturias", 
by Orlando Perez Torres. (The Pre-adhesive 
mail rate postmarks in Asturias.) 

No.4 "La Leyenda de la Maja Desnuda: 
Estudio de la emission Qiiinfa de Goya de 
1930".hy EugeniodeQuesada. (The Legend 
of the Maja: A study of the Quinta de Goya 
issue.) 



Your Collection Of SCVV Republican Polilical 
Labels Deserves A First Class Home 

ANNOUNCING THE REPUBLICAN POLITICAL LABELS STAMP ALBUM (Based on the Gomez-Guillamon Catalog) 

This 285-page stampalbum uses the illustrations, numbering sys­
tem and historical information contained in the Gomez-Guillamon 
catalog published originally by Ronald Shelley.The album is printed 
on heavy, archive quality acid free paper. Each label is illustrated and 
its value {C,S,R,RR} is listed along with its Gomez-Guillamon catalog 
number. Each section is organized around the union, party, charity 
or militia that issued the label. The history of the organization is pre­
sented at the beginning of the section. 

This album does not contain the section on foreign labels, how­
ever 25 blank pages that will accommodate those labels accom­
pany order. 

Republican political labels from the Spanish Civil War are my spe­
cialty and I wanted to bring more organization and context to my col­
lection. If you are seriousabout this area of Spanish philately, this album 
will enhance the enjoyment you gain from this fascinating specialty. 

These pageswillfillthreeScottSpecialtyAlbumsand are punched 
for a three-ring binder. You are purchasing the pages only here. 

Price: $335 postage paid. 
Pay by Paypal 

Use alan@arktimes.com as the Paypal payment address-
Or send check or money order to: 

Alan Leveritt 
12407 Davis Ranch Rd. 

Cabot, Arkansas 72023 USA 

U T K U K.MIVSIOSES-.VSARQl ISY.*at 

Mame dnd DortiaLt d hhgu^ BaKaun-n octarngular double red Inme In uppm ^ a 

tar^e Eaanw i Fsft tiand and porfTolia urviv arm an wfuch "COoiuriî rno Ktertano' mv^nO^ 
H4 is accarr^nniwf by a younp VHtfnan - ^ratin" ion aow} 

{tSCUELAPi'lODERNA a cE«aWinol F Fofrer], Mar wih ^ledgg hamnwr « m D ^ ^ ^ :Df^ 
cTDHri on anvl a ioirv v r̂crii. Wohon coss v u olhar Iragmenia IfUlinLi ID 134 grouna 

Uojpe ai>d panrait ̂ Ĵ  Luisa WCtisI m recTar^dr r»a frama A«oman urtP̂  [he cap symDohc 
ol rh& R e r ^ RavokjiiC>n ibnaing m A bamcMft ^unounded &v ^ i t v l men ami a ^ag, a 
wounded rnan vi ths lOfegioiFid. 

Questions? 
Email alan@arktimes.com 
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